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May 22, 2017 

Dear Conference Participant, 

Welcome to the 27th Annual Conference on Aging with Developmental Disabilities! 

We hope that you find these two days to be educational, thought provoking and enjoyable.  
We also hope that you will take what you learned and what was reinforced and continue to 
provide the best supports and services to our aging population.  We believe that everyone 
here has that very goal.  We are glad that you are here! 

As you attend different sessions, listen to different speakers, and network, we ask that you 
keep in mind that the knowledge that you acquire comes from professionals of differing 
disciplines.  Look around you.  You are surrounded by doctors, nurses, administrators, nurse 
aides, habilitative specialists, QDDP’s, family members, consumers of our services, case 
managers, social workers and a host of other people who care and worry about people with 
developmental disabilities who are aging.  That being said, you may notice that language, 
philosophy and practices differ from state to state, aging to DD world, person to person.  
Please take the opportunity to listen to the message and use what you learn for the 
betterment of the people we all support. 

Thank you for your continued support of our older individuals with developmental disabilities! 

Sincerely,  
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We gratefully acknowledge our  2017 AADD Conference Contributors!!  
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www.pyramidhhs.com 

888-880-6565 
In-Home Services 

Daily Chores 
Shopping and Errands 
Personal Care 
Preparing Meals 
Nursing  
Respite 

Consumer Directed Services 

(Hire Family or Friends) 
Daily Chores 
Shopping and Errands 
Personal Care 
Preparing Meals 
Transportation 

Home Health Services 

Nursing  
Physical, Speech, and  
  Occupational Therapy 
Tele-monitoring 
Wound Healing 
Fall Prevention 

Pharmacy Services 

Free Home Delivery 
Payment Assistance Program 
In-Home Medication Review 
Free Telephone Reminder  
   Calls 
  

Thank you to our 2017 

AADD Conference Sponsors!   

Silver Sponsor 

Pyramid Home Health Services  

Exhibitor Food & Beverage Break 

Health Direct Pharmacy Services 

Breakout Sponsors 

Pharmacy Alternatives 

Promise HomeWorks 

 

You’re Invited! 
Who: All 2017 AADD Conference Attendees  

What: Meet others interested in the area of aging with developmental disabilities 

with the added bonus of missing rush hour traffic! 

Where: Hotel lobby — Cyprus Grill (look for the purple balloons) 

When: Monday May 22, 2017 4:30 p.m. to ?? — stay a few minutes or a few hours! 

How: Cash bar and appetizers available for purchase 

Enjoy some networking time after the Conference to meet other Conference attendees, AADD employees, 

Board Members, and Conference Committee members. 

Look forward to seeing you there!  
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Knowledge.     Resources.     Experience.  



THANK YOU TO THE 2017 AADD CONFERENCE SPEAKERS!  

Dr. John Morley, MB, BCh (morley@slu.edu or 314-977-8462) is one of the nation's foremost authorities on 
geriatrics.  Since 1989, he has been a Dammert Professor of Gerontology and Director for the Division of 
Geriatric Medicine, Department of Internal Medicine at Saint Louis University Medical Center.  He has also 
been the Director of the Division of Endocrinology at Saint Louis University Medical Center since 2006. 

 
Susan Fleming, BSW (sfleming@recreationcouncil.org or 314-726-6044) graduated from Colorado State 
University in 1981 with a degree in Social Work.  For the past 26 years, Susan has served as the Executive 
Director of The Recreation Council of Greater St. Louis working to promote and support leisure and 
recreation opportunities for individuals with disabilities.    

 
Cynthia Mueller, PhD (Cynthia.Mueller@sbcglobal.net or 314-244-8867) has been employed for 35 years in 
the field of developmental disabilities, working for the state of Missouri, Department of Mental Health, 
Division of Developmental Disabilities at the St. Louis Regional Center for over 27 years in positions ranging 
from case manager to agency director.  More recently, she worked for the Division of Developmental 
Disabilities Central Office as the State Eligibility Coordinator and Director of Children’s Services.    
 
John Dane, DDS, FAAHD, DABSCD (John.dane@health.mo.gov or 573-751-7179) has nearly 40 years of 
experience providing dental care to persons with developmental disability at Truman Medical Center 
Lakewood in Kansas City, MO.  He was also the Director of the Elks Mobile Dental Program in Missouri for over 30 years.   
 
Tina Grosso, EdD (tgrosso@lindenwood.edu or 636-949-4486) teaches a variety of graduate and 
undergraduate gerontology courses (including global, psychological, social, and physical aspects of aging, 
mental health issues/counseling the elderly, long-term care, and emerging in aging).  Her research interests 
include developmental disabilities and learning in later-life. 
 
Chien Hung, MSW, MA-G, RYT (chung@voycestl.org or 314-919-24110) holds a Master’s Degree in 
Social Work from Washington University Brown School of Social Work (2005), as well as a Master’s Degree 
in Gerontology from Lindenwood University (2015).  Under Chien’s direction, the Ombudsman team strives 
to help improve the quality of care in long term care communities in Greater St. Louis and northeast Missouri.   
 
Gwendolyn RP Rodriguez, MS (gpage@beverlyfarm.org or 618-466-0367) composes and implements 
Behavior Management Plans, trains staff on psychological matters and behavior management techniques, 
presents resident rights restrictions and psychotropic medications at monthly Human Rights Committee and 
Behavior Management Committee meetings, and intervenes in behavioral crisis situations. 
 
Cody Buttry-Hinkle, BS (chinkle@beverlyfarm.org 618-466-0367) has been the Director of Marketing and 
Admissions, as well as a QIDP for one of the largest DD providers in Illinois for the past 7 years. She has 
served on the Board of Directors for Association on Aging and Developmental Disabilities for the past 5 years.  
 
Lisa Brown, RN (LisaLBrown@hdrxservices.com or 618-993-2900) has spent 20 years as a LTC RN 
Consultant in the specialty of geriatrics with experience in regulatory issues and working alongside many 
nursing facilities to assist with educating toward quality care improvement and regulatory compliance, 
coordinating and developing policies and procedures as related to medication administration in long term care.  
 
Babu Dandamudi, MD (dandamudi@aol.com or 314-525-1887) received his medical degree from Guntur 
Medical College in Guntur India.  He has been in practice in the long term care field for more than 20 
years.  He is currently a geriatrics specialist with St. Anthony’s Long Term Care Physicians.  He also oversees 
the medical care for many individuals residing in nursing homes in the St. Louis area.   
 
Randall Davis, BBA, NREMTP (rdavis6507@gmail.com or 314-630-8378) 4-726-6044) has been an 
Emergency Medical Educator for over 25 years.  Along with a paramedic career spanning over 3 decades, he 
has also been the Emergency Management Director for the Cities of Hillsboro and DeSoto, MO.    



THANK YOU TO THE 2017 AADD CONFERENCE SPEAKERS!  

 
 
 
Peggy Szwabo, PhD, ACSW, LCSW, BCD (pszwabo@sbcglobal.net or 314-367-3050) is a Fellow in the 
American Geriatric Psychiatry and has worked for years with individuals with developmental disabilities in 
treating behavioral issues, providing treatment and evaluation for depression and memory changes.  
 
Debra Schumer, MA, RD, LD (debraschumer@gmail.com or  573-986-1039) is a Consultant for Midwest 
Nutrition Specialists and a Clinical Nutrition Manager at a hospital with over 230 beds.   She is also currently 
President-elect of the Missouri Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. 
 
Martha Brown, JD, CELA (mcbrown@elderlawstlouis.com or 314-962-0186)  has been practicing in the 
field of Elder Law for over 30 years and is a Certified Elder Law Attorney* as certified by the National Elder 
Law Foundation.  Her firm, Martha C. Brown & Associates, LLC concentrates on the unique legal needs of 
the elderly, disabled and the families who care for them.  *Neither the Supreme Court of MO nor the Missouri Bar reviews or 
approves certifications, organizations or specialist designations. 
 

Rev. Dorothy Gannon, MDiv (dgannon@bethesdahealth.org or 314-471-6715) provides spiritual care and 
support to patients, family members & staff in a hospice program., as well as educating the community on 
hospice, grief and loss, end of life. 
 
Debra Funk, BSN, RN (Debra.Funk@PR.MO.GOV or 573-526-9900) has over 30 years experience as a RN; 
25 of those years were in acute care and the rest in the regulatory realm. As the Director of Practice for the 
Missouri State Board of Nursing she is the expert on the Missouri Nurse Practice Act including RN, LPN and 
APRN practice in Missouri.    
 
Donna Gunning, MEd, CRC, LPC (dgunning@headinjuryctr-stl.org or 314-983-9230) has worked in 
program design for 37 years. She has brain injury expertise as a Rehabilitation Counselor and Administrator 
for 25 years.  She is a Licensed Professional Counselor and a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor.  
 
James “Max” Zubatsky, PhD, LMFT (zubatskyjm@slu.edu or 314-977-2496) is a Licensed Marriage and 
Family Therapist, providing clinical services to individuals and caregivers with disability and illness.  He was 
recently awarded the Geriatrics Scholar Award on a multi-years HRSA grant, with the goal of improving  
education and clinical outreach for the geriatric population in Missouri  
 
Janis McGillick, MSW, LNHA (jmcgillick@dolancare.com or314-779-8057) has extensive experience in 
management, program development, administration, education and community outreach, in fields of aging, 
dementia, person-centered long term care, gerontology and aging with developmental disabilities.   
 
JoAnn Russell-Baum, RN, BSN (joann.m.russell-baum@illinois.gov or 618-670-0937) is a healthcare 
professional with experience in providing quality, evidence-based patient care. As the mother of a child with a 
disability, she is a determined advocate who strives for equal treatment of individuals with a disability.      
 
Joanne Langan, PhD, RN, CNE (langanjc@slu.edu or 314-977-8973) has been a nurse educator for 30 
years. She was a member of a group who studied disaster preparedness in Israel following the 9/11 events. She 
is lead author of the text, Preparing Nurses for Disaster Management.  Her research and publications have 
focused on survivors of disasters such as Hurricane Katrina and the Joplin tornado  
 
Susan Tebb, PhD, MSW, RYT-500 (tebbsc@slu.edu or 314-977-2730) is a professor of social work at St. 
Louis University.  She is also the Education Director for the University's Center on Aging Successfully and 
chairs the School of Social Work's Specialization in Gerontology.  She has a Certificate in Therapeutic Yoga 
for Seniors from Duke University Integrative Medicine. 
 
Kevin Palka, MD (palkakt@slu.edu or 314-577-8854) attended medical school at UT-Southwestern.  He did his Internal 
Medicine residency at University of Illinois – Chicago and a Hematology/Oncology fellowship at Vanderbilt University.  
Currently he focuses on head and neck cancer, lung cancer, brain tumors, and medical education of residents and fellows. 



 
 
Teresa Rodgers, PhD, BCBA-D, LBA (Teresa.Rodgers@dmh.mo.gov or 573-751-8762) has been working 
in the field of developmental disabilities as a behavior analyst consultant to families, individuals and service 
providers as well as a state employee in Florida and Missouri for over 25 years. 
 
Carol Crebs, BSBA (ccrebs@sbcglobal.net or 636-227-6454) is on the Board for the MO-DMH Quality 
Council and is the AADD Conference Co-Chair.  She retired from her career of teaching adult education for 
businesses and non-profits through St. Louis Community College.  She is also the mother of a son with a 
developmental disability. 
  
Tammy Stevens (crazytam7@gmail.com or 314-647-8100) is a Certified Activity Director, with over 25 
years activity experience, primarily in the field of geriatrics.  She has worked at AADD for the past four years.  
She is also a professional vocalist and booking agent in the St. Louis area.     
 
Shawn Brice (shawn.brice@dss.mo.gov or 573-751-8021) has over 17 years with the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education, and over six years working with the Money Follows the Person 
program. As Director of Missouri’s MFP program, he is responsible for the oversight and coordination of the 
program, and for collaboration with all stakeholders involved with MFP.   
 
Kathryn Schafer, RN, BA (Kathy.Schafer@dmh.mo.gov or 573-751-8070) is a Certified Developmental 
Disability Nurse, has experience with the State of Missouri at the Regional Office as a Quality Management 
RN and as a Registered Nurse of Clinical Operations working in areas of Nursing Home Reform and Health 
Care Homes.  She is a certified geriatric care manager as well. 
 
Kelli Barton, PhD (bartonkn@umkc.edu or 816-235-8845) is an expert in mixed-methods research and 
evaluation and scholarship in health policy, healthy aging, and aging with a developmental disability.  She has 
conducted several community-based evaluations of programs providing education, training, or supports and 
services to older adults, individuals with disabilities and their families, and service providers. 
 
Michelle Niedens, LSCSW (michelle.niedens@alz.org or 913-831-3888) is the Director of Education, 
Programs and Public Policy for the Alzheimer’s Association, Heart of America Chapter.  She has worked with 
those with Alzheimer’s Disease for 32 years and has focused her career around working with individuals with 
dementia and behavioral issues. 
 
Amanda George, MEd (AGeorge@eitas.org or 816-363-2000) has been working with people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities since 1990 in a variety of capacities including direct support, 
support coordination, quality assurance, and training.   
 
Teresa Stamey, MT-BC (proverbs3-5@charter.net or 314-960-0475) completed her education at the 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire in 1992.  She has over 23 years of experience working in the field of 
developmental disabilities.   
 

 

A Big Thank You to Our Self Advocate Session Speakers:   

Vanessa Woods, Vitality Ballet; Carol Englund, AADD; Colleen Moore, AADD;  Tina Grosso, Lindenwood 

University; Randall Davis, St. Francois County Ambulance District; Tere Owens, Bridges CSS;           

Tammy Stevens, AADD; Chris LaBanca, AADD;  Sue Tebb, St. Louis University                            

THANK YOU TO THE 2017 AADD CONFERENCE SPEAKERS!  



 

THANK YOU TO THE 2017 AADD CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS! 

Barb Helm, Arcare Inc. 
barbh@arcare.org     913-951-3704 

 
Taylor Gibbs, Beverly Farm Foundation* 

tgibbs@beverlyfarm.org     618-466-0367 
 

Ann Munier, Center for Hearing and Speech* 
muniera@chsstl.org     314-968-4710 

 
Karen Cox, Ever Spring Pharmacy 

kcoxrxrep@gmail.com     314-344-9094 
      

Jessica Jacobs, Genoa 
jjacobs@genoa-aol.com     612-200-1763 

 
Angel Mayberry, Heartland Hospice* 

Angelica.mayberry@heartlandhospice.com     314-800-8170 
 

Torie Young, Health Direct Pharmacy Services 
TorieYoung@hdrxservices.com     573-760-0333           

Martha C. Brown & Assoc, LLC 
mcbrown@elderlawstlouis.com     314-962-0186 

 
Diana Love, MO Chapter of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys* 

diana@monaela.org     573-634-7772 
  

cherine.chiles@insurance.mo.gov     573-751-2640 
 

Paula Burkemper, MO Developmental Disabilities Resource Network** 
paula.burkemper@mo-pa.org     573-659-0678 

  
Brian Henning, Missouri Senior Medicare Patrol 

bhenning@goaging.org     660-747-5447 
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Linda Johnson, N&S Hometown Medical Supply* 

linda.nandshometownmedical@gmail.com     636-485-2564 
 

Michelle Donovan Cuddihee, NextStep for Life* 
mrcuddihee@nextstepforlife.org     636-282-4410 

 
Tonda Lain, PCG Public Partnerships 
tlain@pcgus.com     617-426-2026 

 
Kathy Brown, Pharmacy Alternatives 

kathybrown@palrx.com     847-269-3167 
 

Charlie Felker, Promise HomeIWorks* 
charlie@promisehomeworks.com     314-494-4940 

 
 Jamie Wright, Pyramid Home Health Services   

 jwright@pyramidhhs.com     800-839-1350 
 

Susan Fleming, Recreation Council of Greater St. Louis* 
sfleming@recreationcouncil.org     314-726-6044 

 
Stacy Wilson, Therap Services, LLC 

stacy.wilson@therapservices.net     816-905-2100 
 

Deirdre Cechin, Quinn Estate & Elder Law* 
dcechin@quinnestatelaw.com     636-395-0877 

 
Becky White, VOYCE 

bwhite@voycestl.org     314-918-9188 
 

Bold = Exhibiting Both Days  
Italics* = Exhibiting Monday Only  
Italics** = Exhibiting Tuesday Only  

 

AADD would like to thank Carol Crebs & Janis McGillick for all of their hard 

work and dedication as the 2017 Conference Committee Chairpeople!  



  

The Association on Aging with Developmental Disabilities (AADD) was initially formed in 
1989 as a special interest group and became incorporated in 1994. AADD has a primary 
objective of bringing the aging and developmental disability fields together to create and 
provide best practices for people with developmental disabilities. It is a one of a kind 
organization in the United States, serving three area counties through ongoing programs and 
providing consultation and education beyond the geographical service area. In particular, 
AADD offers an Annual Conference on Aging with Developmental Disabilities. Under the 
leadership of Executive Director, Pamela J. Merkle, programs for people with developmental 
disabilities supported by AADD have been successful with progressive growth over the last 21 
years.  
 
AADD provides a total of seven direct service programs in addition to being a Missouri 
Medicaid Waiver service provider.  Three of the programs (Retirement Support – Group, 
Retirement Support – Individual, and Final Game Plan) focus on serving aging individuals 
(50+) with developmental disabilities, whereas the other four programs (Lifebooking, 
Supported Living, Challenges Unlimited, and Social Clubs) are open to individuals with 

All About AADD 

Allene Jackson Award 

The Allene M. Jackson Award, originated in 2003, is named after AADD’s founding 
Executive Director, Allene Jackson, who led the agency from 1989 to 1995.  This award is 
given to individuals who have demonstrated a commitment to excellence in their work with a 
person or persons who are at least 50 years of age and have a developmental disability.  2017 
will mark the 15th anniversary of presenting this award.  Below is a list of past awardees:      
 

Dick Mintzlaff      2003  Jim Loughlin  2004 
Ed Nieman      2005  David Hoehler       2006 
Linda Craig      2007  Barbara Linzie       2008 
Patricia Dressel      2009  Twin Cities CSS Staff     2010 
Adrianne Bell      2011  Sharon Hales       2012 
Lois Davis      2013  Nancy Huett        2014 
Rhonda Juntti      2015  Billie Barrett       2016 

 
AADD commends these past award winners for their commitment to the field of aging with 
developmental disabilities.   
 
The  2017 Allene Jackson Award will be presented during lunch on Tuesday, May 23, 2017.  
AADD looks forward to sharing this occasion with you.  
 
If you would like to nominate someone for the 2018 Allene Jackson award, please contact 
AADD at 314-647-8100.  
 



     AADD Board of Directors 
      

Janis McGillick 
Vice President         

Martha Brown     
President 

Nancy Shrewsbury 
Secretary 

Buz Zeman 
Treasurer 

Catherine Goebel 
Board Member 

Martina Bettlach 
Member At Large 

Valerie Baker 
Board Member 

Cody Buttry-Hinkle 
Board Member 

Bobbie Draeger 
Board Member 

Glenna James 
Board Member 

Tina Grosso 
Board Member 

Amy Michaelson 
Board Member 

Sarah Edler 
Board Member 

Melissia Robinson 
Board Member 

Jean Krampe 
Board Member 

Mike Nickel 
Board Member 

Anita Contreras 
Board Member 

Lou Ellen Ruocco  
Board Member 





CALLING ALL TRIVIA BUFFS 

 

17th Annual AADD Trivia Night!!! 
 

 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2017 

7:00-10:30 p.m. 

 

 

ST. JOAN OF ARC CHURCH 

5800 Oleatha Ave. (at Hampton Ave.) St. Louis, MO 63139 
 

 

Ridiculously Righteous Raffle Prizes!! 

Stupendous Silent Auction Prizes!!  

 

Reserve your table of 8 now for ONLY $200 !!!!! 
 

Send checks payable to:   

Association on Aging with Developmental Disabilities 

 2385 Hampton, #110   

 St. Louis, MO 63139                                                                                                          

 

Questions?  Contact us at:  

 agingwithdd@msn.com or 314-647-8100 
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We hope you join us in 2018 for the  

28th Annual Aging with Development Disabilities Conference.  

Dates will be announced soon!     

The Association on Aging with Developmental Disabilities (AADD) supports and serves     

aging adults with developmental disabilities to promote their dignity and independence. 

2 3 8 5  H a m p t o n  Av e n u e  
S t .  L o u i s ,  M O  6 3 1 3 9  
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https://www.facebook.com/agingwithdd 

AADD’s Funding Partners: 


